
 

KINDERGARTEN MATH VOCABULARY 

Modules 

1 

 Exactly the same, not exactly the same, and the same, but… (ways to analyze objects to match or sort)   

 Match (group items that are the same or that have the same given attribute)   

 Sort (group objects according to a particular attribute)  

 How many? (with reference to counting quantities or sets)   

 Hidden partners (embedded numbers)   

 Counting path (with reference to order of count)   

 Number story (stories with add to or take from situations)   

 Zero (understand the meaning of, write, and recognize)   

 Number sentence (3 = 2 + 1)   

 5-group    

 Rows and columns (linear configuration types)   

 Number path   

 1 more (e.g., 4. 1 more is 5.)  1 less (e.g., 4. 1 less is 3.)  

 Greater than, less than 

2 

 Above, below, beside, in front of, next to, behind (position words) ƒ  

 Solid (three-dimensional shape),  Circle,  Cone (solid shape),   Cube (solid shape),   Cylinder (solid shape),   
Sphere (solid shape), ƒ 

 Face (flat side of a solid),   Flat (two-dimensional shape) ƒ  

 Hexagon (flat figure enclosed by six straight sides) 

 Rectangle (flat figure enclosed by four straight sides),  Square (flat figure enclosed by four straight, equal 
sides) 

 Corners 

 Sides 

3 

 Balance scale (tool for weight measurement)   

 Capacity (with reference to volume)   

 Compare (specifically using direct comparison)   

 Endpoint (with reference to alignment for direct comparison)   

 Enough/not enough (comparative term)   

 Heavier than/lighter than (weight comparison)   

 Height (vertical distance measurement from bottom to top)   

 Length (distance measurement from end to end; in a rectangular shape, length can be used to describe any 
of the four sides)   

 Longer than/shorter than (length comparison)  

 More than/fewer than (discrete quantity comparison)   

 More than/less than (volume, area, and number comparisons)   

 Taller than/shorter than (height comparison)   

 The same as (comparative term)   

 Weight (heaviness measurement) 

4 

 Addition (specifically using add to with result unknown, put together with total unknown, put together with 
both addends unknown)  

 Addition and subtraction sentences (equations)  

 Make 10 (combine two numbers from 1 to 9 that add up to 10)  

 Minus (–)   

 Number bond (mathematical model)  

 Number pairs or partners (embedded numbers)   

 Part (addend or embedded number)  

 Put together (add)   

 Subtraction (specifically using take from with result unknown)   

 Take apart (decompose)   



 Take away (subtract)   

 Whole (total) 

 5-group   

 Equals (=)   

 Hidden partners (embedded numbers)   

 Number sentence (3 = 2 + 1)   

 Number story (stories with add to or take from situations)   

5 

 10 and __   

 10 ones and some ones   

 10 plus   

 Tens 

 Ones 

 Hide Zero cards (called Place Value cards in later grades, pictured to the right)   

 Regular counting by ones from 11 to 20 (eleven, twelve, thirteen, etc.)   

 Regular counting by tens to 100 (e.g., ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety, one 
hundred)   

 Say Ten counting by tens to 100 (e.g., 1 ten, 2 tens, 3 tens, 4 tens, 5 tens, 6 tens, 7 tens, 8 tens, 9 tens, 10 
tens)   

 Teen numbers    

 10-frame  

  5-group  
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 First, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth (ordinal numbers)  

 Above, below, beside, in front of, next to, behind (position words)  

 Circle   

 Cone (three-dimensional shape),  Cube (three-dimensional shape),  Cylinder (three-dimensional shape),    

 Face (two-dimensional side of a three-dimensional shape),   Flat (two-dimensional shape)   

 Hexagon (flat figure enclosed by six straight sides)  

 Rectangle (flat figure enclosed by four straight sides)   

 Solid (three-dimensional shape)   

 Sphere (three-dimensional shape)   

 Square (flat figure enclosed by four straight, equal sides)  

 Triangle (flat figure enclosed by three straight sides) 

 Corners & Sides 

 


